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INVESTORS 2010

Acadian Ambulance Service

ACG Louisiana

Adams and Reese

Advantage Capital Partners

All South Consulting Engineers

Antares Technology Solutions

Associated Office Systems

Associated Terminals

AT&T

Audubon Engineering Company

Audubon Nature Institute

Baker Ready Mix

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, 
Caldwell & Berkowitz

Barriere Construction

Benecom Technologies

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Louisiana

The Boeing Company

Boh Bros. Construction Company

Business Council of New Orleans 
and the River Region

Cabildo Services

Capital One Bank

Chaffe & Associates

Chevron

Citizens United for Economic Equity

City of New Orleans

Coca-Cola Bottling Company

CommTech Industries

ConocoPhillips

Couvillion Group

Cox Communications

Crescent Bank & Trust

Daigle Fisse & Kessenich

DCL Mooring and Rigging

Delgado Community College

Deutsch Kerrigan & Stiles

Dixie Mill

Dow Chemical Company

Downtown Development Group

East Jefferson General Hospital

East St. Tammany Chamber 
of Commerce

Echo Ventures

The Ehrhardt Group

Entergy Louisiana

Entergy New Orleans

Ernst & Young

F. H. Myers Construction Corp.

Favrot & Shane Companies

First NBC Bank

FM Services

Gibbs Construction

Oil Mop

OMNI BANK

Pan-American Life Insurance Company

Perlis, Inc.

The Personnel Consulting Group

Peter A. Mayer Advertising

Phelps Dunbar

Plaquemines Association of 
Business & Industry

Plaquemines Gazette

Plaquemines Parish 

Poché Construction

Rathborne Land Company

Regions Bank

Reily Foods Company

The RosaMary Foundation

Select Properties

Shell Exploration & Production

Sheraton New Orleans Hotel

The Sisung Group

Sizeler Thompson Brown Architects

The Slone Group

Southeastern Louisiana University

St. Bernard Voice

St. Bernard Parish 

St. Charles Parish 

St. James Parish 

St. John the Baptist Parish

Stewart Enterprises

Stirling Properties

Strategic Comp

Strategic Employee Benefit 
Services of LA

Superior Energy Services

Tangipahoa Parish 

ThirtyNorth Investments

The Times-Picayune

TransOceanic Trading 
and Development

Trumpet

Tulane University

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Economic Development Administration

U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development

Valero

Venice Port Complex

Waldemar S. Nelson & Co.

The Walton Family Foundation

Washington Parish 

Wegmann Dazet & Company

Whitney National Bank

Woodward Design + Build

Zatarain's

Greater New Orleans Foundation

Greater New Orleans 
Sports Foundation

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust

HCA Delta Division

Hertz Investment Group

Hilton New Orleans Riverside

Hollis Companies

The Hornsby Group

HRI Properties

IBERIABANK

International House

International Matex Tank Terminals

Ives Companies

Jacobs Technology

Jefferson Business Council

Jefferson Chamber of Commerce

Jefferson Parish

Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent,

Carrère & Denègre

Jos. A. Bank Clothiers

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.

Kean Miller

The Kearney Companies

Laitram

Langenstein and Associates

LaPorte, Sehrt, Romig & Hand

Leger & Shaw

Lifestyle Revolution Group

Linfield, Hunter & Junius

Lockheed Martin

Louisiana Disaster Recovery 
Foundation

Louisiana Economic Development

Louisiana Office of Community 
Development - Disaster Recovery Unit

Louisiana Recovery Authority

Loyola University New Orleans

Mahl & Associates

The McDonnel Group

McGlinchey Stafford

Mele Printing

Metairie Bank and Trust Company 

New Orleans Federal Alliance

New Orleans Hornets

New Orleans Publishing 
Group/CityBusiness

New Orleans Saints

Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding

Northshore Business Council

Northshore Community Foundation

Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network

Ochsner Health System

Ogden Development & Investments

BOARD 2010RANKINGS

James M. Hudson  
Chairman of the Board
OMNI BANK–
Gregory R. Rusovich  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Transoceanic Trading and Develop-
ment–
Leslie R. Jacobs  
Secretary and Treasurer
Strategic Comp–
Martin A. Mayer  
Immediate Past Chairman
Stirling Properties–
Michael Hecht  
President and CEO
Greater New Orleans, Inc.–
Arnold B. Baker  
Baker Ready Mix–
Taylor Beery  
Riverbend Advisors–
Dale Benoit  
Print All–
Steven C. Hemperley  
Capital One Bank–
John F. Little  
International Matex Tank Terminals–
Woody Oge  
Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding–
Timothy P. Ryan  
The University of New Orleans–
Gary Silbert  
Entergy New Orleans–
Lizette Terral  
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.–
John M. Turner, Jr. 
Whitney National Bank–
Matthew Wisdom  
TurboSquid–

David Mize  
New Orleans Federal Alliance–
William H. Nungesser  
Plaquemines Parish–
Roger H. Ogden  
Ogden Development and Investments–
Natalie Robottom
St. John the Baptist Parish–
Nolan V. Rollins  
Urban League of Greater New Orleans–
Ashton J. Ryan, Jr. 
First NBC Bank–
Daniel R. Schaus  
Cleco Power–
Mark Singletary  
New Orleans CityBusiness–
Ronnie Slone
The Slone Group–
Ric H. Smith, Jr. 
Metairie Bank and Trust Company–
Mark J. Spansel  
Adams and Reese–
Charles C. Teamer, Sr. 
Dryades Savings Bank–
Robbie D. Vitrano  
Trumpet–
Hugh A. Weber, III 
New Orleans Hornets –
Brent Wood  
Chevron Corporation–
Ron D. Wright  
Delgado Community College–
Damon Burns
Advisor
Morgan Keegan & Company–
McKenzie Coco
Advisor
FSC Interactive–
Corey Faucheux  
Advisor
St. Charles Parish Dept. of Economic 
Development & Tourism–
William H. Hines  
Chair Emeritus
Jones Walker–
Suzanne T. Mestayer  
Chair Emeritus
ThirtyNorth Investments–
William A. Oliver  
Chair Emeritus
AT&T Louisiana –
Patrick J. Quinlan  
Chair Emeritus
Ochsner Health System–
William Henry Shane, Jr. 
Chair Emeritus
Favrot & Shane Companies–

Terry Authement  
St. Charles Parish Council–
D. Michele Avery  
LaPorte, Sehrt, Romig & Hand–
Manny Blanco
Atlantis International–
Malcolm P. Bordelon  
MB Realty & Appraisals–
Henry Coaxum
Coaxum Enterprises–
Scott S. Cowen  
Tulane University–
John L. Crain  
Southeastern Louisiana University–
Darryl d'Aquin  
CommTech Industries–
David T. Darragh  
Reily Foods Company–
Joseph Ewell
Management Resource Specialists–
Thomas G. Fierke  
Lockheed Martin –
Henry J. Friloux, Jr. 
Echo Venures–
Brad Grundmeyer
Cox Communications–
Tara Carter Hernandez  
JCH Development–
Karl E. Hoefer  
IBERIABANK–
John H. Hollowell  
Shell Energy Resources Company–
Scott P. Howard  
Regions Bank–
Brian Keller  
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Louisiana–
Steven A. Kuiper  
Acadian Ambulance Service New 
Orleans –
Mel Lagarde  
HCA Delta Division–
James M. Lapeyre, Jr. 
Laitram–
Patricia S. LeBlanc  
LeBlanc Butler–
Rita Benson LeBlanc  
New Orleans Saints–
Walter J. Leger, Jr. 
Leger & Shaw–
Shelley MacNary  
Entergy Louisiana and 
Entergy Gulf States Louisiana–
John P. Manard, Jr. 
Phelps Dunbar–
William S. Milligan 
Dow Chemical Company–

Greater
New 
Orleans

at the
Inflection
Point
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WORKFORCE
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WORKFORCE

RESEARCH

PUBLIC
COMMUNICATION

STAKEHOLDERS

INVESTORS

PARISH GOVERNMENTS

LEGISLATION

BUSINESS COUNCILS

BUSINESS CHAMBERS

BUSINESS ASSOC.

COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES

BUSINESS PEOPLE

PARISH EDOs

JEFFERSON

ORLEANS

PLAQUEMINES

ST. BERNARD

ST. CHARLES

ST. JAMES

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

ST. TAMMANY

TANGIPAHOA

WASHINGTON

No.1 State of the Year
Business Facilities, Dec 2010

No.1 Co-State of the Year
Southern Business and Development, Jul 2010

No.3  State for Business Investment
Site Selection, Mar 2011

No.8  on the Index of Entrepreneurial Activity
Kauffman Index, May 2010

No.9  Business Climate in the U.S.
Site Selection, Nov 2010

No.1 America’s Biggest Brain Magnets
Forbes, Feb 2011

No.1 for Projected Growth
Louisiana Economic Outlook Report, Oct 2010

No.3 Economic Development Deal of the Year
Business Facilities, Dec 2010 (for Nucor plant in St. James Parish)

No.4 “Seven Cities with Start-Up Fever”
Details, Feb 2011

No.8  in Real GDP Growth
Bureau of Economic Analysis, Feb 2011
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THE ENTREPRENEURIAL INFLECTION POINT

MICHAEL HECHT
PRESIDENT & CEO 
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2010 PRESS
135 pieces

$5.3M+ value
23.5M impressions
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2010 PRESS

MSY STUDY

More flights
Better Svc.

IP NORTH
Northshore
DigiHub 
Launched

BILD
State Wide 
Education
Reform Grp.

ANNUAL 
MTG.
Over 1000
Attend

FAM TOUR

Northshore

GREEN NO
Sustainable 
Job 
Creation

OIL SPILL
Analysis and 
Assistance 

NORLI

10th
Anniversary

TRADE
INCENTIVES
Cargo + 
Bldg Help

LA GRAD 
ACT
Historic Ed. 
Reform Passed

DMA 
WEBSITE
Home for 
HiTech in NO

REFLECTIONS 
AT K10
Vision of Our 
Future Printed

STARTUP 
FUND
Capitalizing 
Entrepreneurs

COASTAL 
VITALITY PRJ.
Business + 
Worker 
Assistance

GROWING 
GREEN 
WORKFORCE
Jobs for the
Northshore

GPI
Tracking 
New Oil and 
Gas Permits

OIL SPILL 
STUDY
Economic 
Impact of 
Spill

SCOTT 
REPORT
GNO Best 
Growth in LA

AVONDALE
TASKFORCE
Find future 
for Avondale 
Jobs

NASA 
RE-AUTH
Saving jobs 
at Michoud

GRAPHITE
10 Jobs

$.75M 
capex

PRADERE
2 Jobs

$.1M 
capex

NAKED 
PIZZA
10+ Jobs

$2M capex

ORPH 
MEDIA
5 Jobs

$.1M capex

REC. 
EXCHANGE
60 Jobs

$17M capex

BALLISTA
10 Jobs

$2M capex

FOLGERS
600 Jobs

$69M 
capex

GLOBAL-
STAR
600 Jobs

$10M capex

JACKSON 
SQ.GROUP
22 Jobs

$12M capex

ATLANTIC
METROCAST
100 Jobs

$5M capex

ECO PARK
7 Jobs

$12M 
capex

BLADE 
DYNAMICS
600 Jobs

$45M capex

BAYOU FX
15 Jobs

$.1M 
capex

WEST JET
Nonstop 
Flights to 
Canada

SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH
5 Jobs

$.1M capex

RESULTS 2010LETTER FROM THE CEO INFLECTION POINTS

THE TALENT INFLECTION POINT

Dear Friends,

The economic comeback of Greater New Orleans 
has been gaining steady momentum in the years 
since 2005.  Today, broad evidence suggests that 
this progress is at an "inflection point" - on the 
brink of rapid acceleration in a number of key 
areas, including entrepreneurship, human talent, 
positive perception and business development.  
This increasing rate of positive change presents an 
undeniable, and historic, opportunity for Greater 
New Orleans to achieve new levels of economic 
diversity and strength.

We have all of you to thank for bringing us to this inflection point.  Indeed, 
when we consider all of the competitive advantages of Greater New Orleans 
- our low business costs, our attractive incentives and our unique culture - it is 
our leadership that is truly driving this momentum.  From our business CEOs 
to our elected officials, there is a degree of energy, ability and alignment 
within our leadership that sets the "new" New Orleans apart, and on the 
path to success.

As you browse the pages of this Year in Review, you will see broad evidence 
of this inflection point.  GNO, Inc. practices "Double-Barrel Development" - 
Business Development (marketing and attraction) and Product Development 
(pro-business policy) - and in both areas we scored important victories.  But it 
is also important to note what we achieved as a community in overcoming 
adversity.  The unprecedented oil spill led to an unprecedented response, 
the Coastal Vitality Project.  The challenges at Michoud led to the attraction 
of a major new tenant.  And, most recently, the business community, elected 
officials and the public fanned up to ensure the Hornets met their attendance 
benchmark.

On behalf of the Board, staff and stakeholders of GNO, Inc., thank you.  With 
your support, we have made it to this inflection point.  With your support, we 
will accelerate through this inflection point and into the future. Our Future.

Perhaps nowhere is The Inflection Point more clear than in 
entrepreneurship, where Greater New Orleans now beats 
the national startup average by 40%. Other evidence of this 
innovation turning point includes:

+ New Orleans was named a global "Fast City" by FastCompany
+ Details magazine named New Orleans as one of seven in the nation 

with “Start-up Fever”
+ Princeton Review named Tulane the #4 business school in the 

nation for entrepreneurship
+ Idea Village received 605 entries for its Entrepreneurial Challenge 

competition, a record
+ Of 600 local young professionals surveyed, 56% described themselves 

as "entrepreneurial", and 26% have a concrete business plan or idea

Greater New Orleans has been experiencing an historic "brain gain," whereby the best and 
brightest in the country are now choosing to move - or come back to - New Orleans.

+ Greater New Orleans was named #1 on “America’s Biggest Brain Magnets” by New Geography
+ Tulane had more applications this year, 44,000, than any other private school in the country
+ Forbes ranked New Orleans as a top ten city for relocation
+ Greater New Orleans is now the #1 Teach for America location, per capita, in the U.S.
+ Louisiana has enjoyed three years of net in-migration for the first time in decades

THE PERCEPTION INFLECTION POINT

Importantly, perceptions of New Orleans and Louisiana are 
rapidly improving, as reflected in a range of recent polls 
and rankings:

+ For the first time, Greater New Orleans broke the Top10 for Business 
Investment in Site Selection magazine

+ Featured twice on the cover of Entrepreneur magazine
+ 3rd fastest wage growth in the U.S. [CareerBuilder.com] 
+ Louisiana placed 9th on the Business Climate Rankings

Index, the first time in the top ten in history [Site Selection] 
+ 1st in the nation for education reform  [Thomas B. Fordham Institute] 
+ 10th on a “Next Cities” ranking of the best places to live and work for 

young professionals [Next Generation Consulting] 
+ Benjamin Franklin placed 27th on list of the 100 best high schools in the 

nation [U.S. News]

THE OPPORTUNITY INFLECTION POINT

In large part due to the above improvements, Greater New Orleans is now enjoying a 
level of businesses development opportunity not seen in years, in industries ranging from 
advanced manufacturing to life sciences to "sustainable" to digital. 

Reflecting this fact, Site Selection magazine ran a September feature article entitled 
"Super Summer," highlighting three major recent wins for Greater New Orleans:

+ Globalstar - 600 jobs: a California satellite telephone company that relocated to the Northshore
+ Blade Dynamics - 600 jobs: a U.K. windmill turbine manufacturer that chose New Orleans for its 

worldwide headquarters
+ Nucor - 1,200 jobs: a global steel manufacturer that chose Greater New Orleans for a massive $3B new facility

Looking ahead, GNO, Inc. has over 25 projects in its pipeline, representing over 5,000 jobs and $650M in 
potential investment, in a broad range of industries. To be in consideration for this many projects at once, across 
such a diverse range of industries, is unprecedented in recent history and augers well for the future. With the data 
to back up the excitement, it is clear that the economic revitalization of Greater New Orleans is real and 
accelerating. Fast diversifying into a nexus of innovation and talent, Greater New Orleans now offers a unique 
opportunity for people and companies to be part of, and benefit from, this remarkable transformation.

2,041Jobs

$93M NPV
IMPACT

www.gnoinc.org | info@gnoinc.org | twitter.com/gnoinc

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



ANNUAL 
MEETING

WELCOME
Michael Hecht
President and CEO
 
2010 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS
James M. Hudson
2010 Chairman of the Board
Chairman and CEO, OMNI BANK
 
VIDEO
Greater New Orleans at the Inflection Point
 
THE YEAR IN REVIEW, THE YEAR AHEAD
Michael Hecht
 
SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE STATE
Stephen Moret
Secretary, Louisiana Economic Development
 
KEYNOTE
Richard Karlgaard
Publisher, Forbes Magazine
 
2011 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS
Leslie R. Jacobs
2011 Chairman of the Board
Executive Vice President, Strategic Comp
 
2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS INSTALLATION
Leslie R. Jacobs

Greater New Orleans
at the Inflection Point

March 16, 2011
11:00 Networking
11:45 Lunch & Program

Sheraton New Orleans Hotel
Grand Ballroom
500 Canal Street, New Orleans
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